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Mayoradhvaja, who was over head and ears in love with his
wife Prabhavati. One day, night overtook him in a wild
wood, and he passed it under a sandal-wood tree. Under
the tree he met an aged hermit, who reproved the King's
passion for hunting and taught him the language of all
animals, warning him at the same time that he would lose
the knowledge and must go to hell if ever he came hunting
again, and that he must infallibly die if ever he revealed his
secret to anybody.
Now the King was once sitting with his wife at table and
saw a female ant, big with young, dragging laboriously a
single grain of rice. On her path she met a male ant, who
took the grain of rice from her. For that the female up-
braided him in very bitter terms, referring pointedly to her
own delicate situation and reminding him that it is the
husband's duty to provide for his wife. At that the King
laughed. The Queen, thinking that he laughed at the meal
which she had dressed for him, insisted on learning the
reason of his laughter, and threatened to starve herself to
death if he did not comply with her wish. At last he con-
sented to do so, but first, he went with his suite on a pil-
grimage to holy places. While he rested under a tree he
heard a she-goat asking a he-goat to carry her across a river,
since she was with young and had a longing to browse on
the grass that grew on the other bank. -The he-goat answered
that he was not a doting fool like the King to die for the
sake of a woman, adding that if the King had only given his
wife a good hiding he would not be in the plight in which
he found himself that day. The King took the lesson to
heart, returned to his palace, and when the Queen again
pestered him with questions he did unto her what he had
omitted to do before, and with the happiest results.1
In modern India the story of the Language of Animals
with which we are here concerned has been recorded among
the Santals, an aboriginal people of the Munda stock inhabit-
ing the eastern outskirts of the Chota Nagpur tableland in
the Province of Bengal. The Santals are great story-tellers.
1 J. Hertel, Das Pancatantra^ seine     In the Marathi version the story is
Geschichte    und   seine     Verbreitung     numbered iv, 10.
(Leipzig und Berlin, 1914)? PP- 2&4. sq.